His Excellency Timothy M. Healy
In 1888 the famous Times Commission, consisting of Justices Hannan, Smith, and Day, was appointed .   to examine into the genuineness of the letter, forged by Richard Pigott, which a great organ was betrayed by its   own  credulity into   publishing in  the  hope of  destroying   Parnell.    The presumed  object was that the Crimes Act of 1887 might pass into perpetual effect in Ireland;  and the letter, congruously with this purpose,  appeared  on the day fixed for the Second Reading.    ParnelPs solicitor in the case was Sir George Lewis, of Ely Place, London, a most acute and experienced lawyer.    Lewis retained for the  defence the late  Lord Russell,  the late Lord Loreburn, the late Sir Francis Lockwood, Mr. Asquith, Arthur   O'Connor,   Mr.   Healy  and  T.  Harrington. Not all these counsel were to appear for the same defendants;   but  all  were substantially briefed in *         the same interest.
Suddenly after the names of the counsel had been published in the Press, and without a word of explanation, Sir George Lewis was ordered to inform Healy that his retainer was discharged. Lord Russell was dismayed and indignant; but Healy did not demand an explanation, knowing that it was the vengeance of Mrs. O'Shea for the Galway incident, ParnelPs allies put it about that Michael Davitt had objected to him, and that this objection led to If               his extrusion from the case. Such an allegation
'          actually appears in Barry O'Brian's life of Parnell
II'             published   ten   years   later.    Davitt,   on   seeing  it,
wrote a pungent denial, declaring that he had advised Parnell the other way.
ill      .-            O'Shea's divorce proceedings were begun a year
Iff    '           after ParnelPs vindication against  The Times, and
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